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How the online class works:

The class material is in a PDF format. You hawerdoaded the class as part of the
enrollment process and can read the class maiteyalr Adobe Acrobat Reader,
available for free atttp://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.htm

Please study the class material. If you have gurestyou may ask them (for up to 60
days from the date of enroliment) at the classrford’he forum for this class is located
at:

http://www.amfengshui.com/bb/viewforum.php?f=18

If you have technical difficulties (such as losspaords, inability to view the PDF or
problems with your computer and the forum), plaasethe Help Desk forum:
http://www.amfengshui.com/bb/viewforum.php?f=14

If you need anything administrative, please erfsilfo @amfengshui.conihis can
include time extensions, payment questions, ceati questions, etc.

Thank you for enrolling and we hope you enjoy tlass!
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THE STEMS AND BRANCHES
AND THE CHINESE CALENDAR

INTRODUCTION

The stems and branches are the way the anciené§chineasured time, as
well as space. Therefore, they are essential elisneénand the gateway to
Feng Shui, Chinese astrology, day selection,\ajalg calculation arts. A
good foundation in the Chinese calendar is alsessary. This class will
teach you everything you need to know about thestnd branches and
Chinese calendar in order to have the backgrounst@iolying the Chinese
arts and sciences mentioned above.

The stems and the branches are some of the oldestse characters. They
were often found on the oracle bones, making themerthan 4000 years
old. They represent the cycles of heaven and eamthhave a profound
effect on our well-being. They are based on yin ey and the five
elements, but have many other aspects to them.

Most Westerners do not know that the Chinese hiavaya had a solar
calendar as well as a lunar one. In this classwibalso learn to
understand these two aspects of the Chinese caJesdaell as the Chinese
view of the seasons.

All of traditional Chinese culture and arts is lmhsa the theories of yin
yang and the five elements. Here we offer a steerew. If you desire
more information, books on Chinese medicine, féng,sand even the
martial arts may be consulted. It is essentiaindenstand these theories in
order to learn about the stems and branches.
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YIN YANG ( [&TH)

The ancient theory of yin yang dates back to theuZdtynasty, about 1000-
770 BCE. Yin and yang represent generic polar spipo. No equivalent
terminology exists in the English language.

We show some idea of the meaning of and correspaeddor yin yang in
the following table.

YIN YANG
Cold Heat
Night Day
Winter Summer
Dark Bright
Heavy Light
Matter Energy
Female Male
Moon Sun
North South
Right Left
Earth Heaven
Space Time
Rest Activity

The basic principles of yin yang theory are:

e Yin and yang oppose each other. Hot (yang) andl ah) are
opposites.

e Yin and yang are interdependent. Summer (yang)atasccur
without winter (yin).

e Yin and yang are inter-consuming and inter-suppgrtcreating
balance. As night (yin) grows, day (yang) declines

e Yin and yang inter-transform. What goes up (yangpt eventually
come down (yin), after it reaches its peak.

e Yin and yang are infinitely divisible. Yin alwagxists within yang

and yang always exists within yin. Summer is ydng,summer in
Alaska is more yin than summer in Florida.
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These principles are all represented in the tafihm t&ﬁjqﬁﬂ), more
commonly called the yin yang symbol:

e Black and white, right and left, upper and lowepnesent opposition.

e The curved line (separating the two parts thath# whole circle)
represents interdependence.

e One side increasing as the other decreases refsesemter-
consuming and inter-supporting nature.

e One side flowing into the other represents intangformation.

e The dot on each side represents the divisible eatilyin yang.
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THE FIVE ELEMENTS (= 5 wu Xing)

The five elements are a more recent theory thayamy. The first
references to the elements date back to the Wabtaigs Period (476-221

BCE).

In five element theory, all phenomena can be dibieo five types: wood
(mu ), fire (huo“k), earth (tut:), metal (jin4:), and water (shuik). The
following table shows some of the correspondences:

WOOQOD FIRE EARTH METAL WATER
DIRECTION East South Center West North
COLOR Green Red Yellow White Black
SEASON| Spring Summer Transition Autumn Winter
EMOTION Anger Joy Thought Sadness Fear
STAGE Birth Growth Transformation Harvest Storage
YIN ORGAN Liver Heart Spleen Lung Kidney
YANG Gall Small Stomach Large Urinary
ORGAN | Bladder | Intestine Intestine Bladder

These correspondences could continue indefiniteigdlude grains, animals,

meats, sense organs, sounds, musical notes, etc.

One way you can view the five elements is withleartthe center and the
other four elements surrounding it. In this cdlse,energy flows clockwise
from element to element, but it always returnsadhe the center, in
between. For example, wood flows to earth, whictv$ to fire, back again
to earth, to metal, returning to earth, going tdéereagain to earth, and
beginning the cycle once again with wood. Thidlustrated as follows:
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Diagram 2

In Chinese thought, there is a division of the ense into heaven (tiar),
man (ren\) and earth (dit). This arrangement of the elements, with earth
in the center, is the natural order on planet earth

The heavenly order is slightly different. In hgtearth element is an equal
part of the circle. The flow is from wood to fire ¢arth to metal to water

and back to wood again.
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Diagram 3

The relationships between the five elements ar@rtapt in analyzing the
relationships of objects and phenomena aroundeash element engenders
the next element clockwise around the circle. Wisaghid to fuel fire,

which creates earth, which in turn produces metéatal holds water, which
once again nourishes wood. This clockwise flowalked the productive

(sheng:) cycle.

A logical extension of the productive cycle is thath element reduces the
strength of the element that precedes it. For el@mwod produces fire,
but fire reduces wood.

Another relationship exists. This is called the duation (ke¥ll) cycle.
Each element dominates or controls the elemenishatated two places
clockwise from it in the cycle (depicted in theléaVing diagram by the
thicker lines in the shape of a star on the insidiae circle).
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Diagram 4

Yin yang and the five elements are the foundatworitfe next section about
the stems and branches.
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Quiz 1: Yin Yang and Five Elements
1. Which is yang: heavy or light?

2. Which is yin: right or left?

3. Yin and yang
a. oppose each other
b. transform into each other
c. are found within each other
d. all of the above

4. Autumn corresponds to which element?

5. Water corresponds to which direction?

6. Earth corresponds to which stage?
a. growth b. birth c. storage d. harvest e. transibion

7. Which element does wood feed (or produce)?

8. Which element reduces the strength of earth?

9. Which element controls or dominates water?

10. Sometimes, earth is an element between firavaaidl. Other times,
earth is found where?
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Quiz 1 Answers
1. Which is yang: heavy or light?
Answer: Light

2. Which is yin: right or left?
Answer: Right

3. Yin and yang
a. oppose each other
b. transform into each other
c. are found within each other
d. all of the above

Answer: d

4. Autumn corresponds to which element?
Answer: metal

5. Water corresponds to which direction?
Answer: North

6. Earth corresponds to which stage?
a. growth b. birth c. storage d. harvest e. transibion
Answer: e

7. Which element does wood feed (or produce)?
Answer: Fire

8. Which element reduces the strength of earth?
Answer: Metal

9. Which element controls or dominates water?
Answer; Earth

10. Sometimes, earth is an element between firavaaidl. Other times,
earth is found where?
Answer: in the center
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THE STEMS AND BRANCHES

Natural phenomenon comes and goes in regular ¢ythesver stops or

rests. Day follows night, night follows day. The amowaxes and wanes, and
waxes again. The stems and branches represenaiithe system of order,

as well as implying the natural processes of sprgugrowing, thriving,

declining, and dying. They mark the passing of timeycles, as well as
describing the qualities of different time periods.

The characters for the stems and branches oftexagggbon oracle bones

from the second millennium BCE.

The Ten Heavenly StemsH{ =)
The ten stems represent heavenly energy spiraimgneard. The number

ten represents completion or perfection; therefibie,an appropriate

number for heaven. The stems repeat in a cyclsddion.

The stems consist of:

CHINESE PINYIN NUMBER |ELEMENT
FH Jia 1 Yang Wood
4 Yi 2 Yin Wood
N Bing 3 Yang Fire
T Ding 4 Yin Fire
5% Wu 5 Yang Earth
[ Ji 6 Yin Earth
B Geng 7 Yang Metal
3F Xin 8 Yin Metal
+ Ren 9 Yang Watel
S Gui 10 Yin Water

A serious student of feng shui or Chinese astroleigjynemorize the above

table.
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Notice the following patterns:
e The nature of each stem is yin or yang. They aditergang and yin,
beginning with yang for Stem 1.

e The stems run in the productive order of the fikments, beginning
with wood, as wood represents birth and beginnings.

e« Two stems belong to each of the five elements:yam@nd one yang.
These two stems of the same element are adjaceatltoother:
yang wood stem, then yin wood stem, yang fire steem yin fire
stem, etc.

e Yang stems always have odd numbers and yin stemayslhave
even numbers. This is true of all Chinese numesglsmpce odd is
yang and even is yin. In the Yijind(%%) a yang line is unbroken
(_ ) and ayin line is broken (- -), leaving onenpmnent of a yang
line and two components of a yin line.

Ding

Bing
FIRE

Diagram 5
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The Twelve Earthly Branches {{ = #43)
The earthly branches flow in a cycle of twelve. finepresent the qi of the
earth radiating outward. Each branch correspontsam element and with
an animal of the Chinese zodiac.

CHINESE | BRANCH | NUMBER | ANIMAL ELEMENT
I Zi 1 Rat Yang Water
H Chou 2 Ox Yin Earth
g Yin 3 Tiger Yang Wood
yp Mao 4 Rabbit Yin Wood
Ji< Chen 5 Dragon Yang Earth
B Si 6 Snake Yin Fire
s Wu 7 Horse Yang Fire
* Wei 8 Sheep Yin Earth
FH Shen 9 Monkey Yang Metal
it} You 10 Rooster Yin Metal
1577 Xu 11 Dog Yang Earth
Z Hai 12 Pig Yin Water

A serious student of feng shui or Chinese astroleigjymemorize the above
table.

Notice the following:
e The branches alternate between yang and yin, #sedsiems. The
odd-numbered branches are yang and the even-nuintweneches
are yin.

e Two branches exist for every element except ewttiich has four.
o The four earth element branches separate the eftreents. This is

because the energy of the earthly branches, utli&kbeavenly stems,
returns to the center (earth) before transformmg the next element.
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Diagram 6

Do not confuse the stem wik) with the branch wuf-). Notice that they

have different Chinese characters.

The number twelve represents the dimension of tivehave 12 months in
a year, and 12 double-hours in a day, so each Ibr@pcesents one month
and one 2-hour period, illustrated below. Noticat tihhe Chinese day starts

at 11 pm on the prior evening, not at midnighttaoes in the West.

BRANCH | NUMBER | HOUR MONTH
Zi 1 11pm-lam| 11"
Chou 2 1-3am 1%
Yin 3 3-5am i
Mao 4 5-7am s
Chen 5 7-9am 3
Si 6 9-11am P
Wu 7 11lam-1pm 5"
Wei 8 1-3pm 8
Shen 9 3-5pm %
You 10 5-7pm 8
Xu 11 7-9pm ]
Hai 12 9-11pm 10
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The first branch, zi, rules at the period contagnboth midnight and the
winter solstice. This is the time when yin is th®sgest.

noon

Diagram 7

The water element is related to zi. The branchgmbeith water at the
bottom of the cycle when yin is at its maximum #edore yang starts to
increase again. The earthly branches start witkenvalile the heavenly
stems begin with wood. This is because the eagtiesgy is more yin than
heaven’s and the branches belong to the earth.

The third branch, yin (do not confuse this with yire of yin and yang),
relates to the wood element, representing sprinty, land beginnings. This
also corresponds to the first month of the Chircedendar and marks the
beginning of spring. Because the first month isthe branch, the first
branch, zi, represents the eleventh month.
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Quiz 2: Stems and Branches
1. Is geng yin or yang? What element is it? Isstean or branch?

2. Is gui yin or yang? What element is it? Is gt@m or branch?

3. Is siyin or yang? What element is it? Is itensor branch?

4. What number is the branch shen?

5. What number is the stem wu?

6. Are even numbered stems yin or yang?

7. What are the four earth branches?

8. What is the mao time-period?

9. Which branch represents the last month of tlag?/e

10. If someone tells you they were born in a dragear, to which branch
are they referring ?
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Quiz 2 Answers
1. Is geng yin or yang? What element is it? Isstean or branch?
Answer: yang metal stem

2. Is gui yin or yang? What element is it? Is gt@m or branch?
Answer: yin water stem

3. Is siyin or yang? What element is it? Is itensor branch?
Answer: yin fire branch

4. What number is the branch shen?
Answer: 9

5. What number is the stem wu?
Answer: 5

6. Are even numbered stems yin or yang?
Answer: yin

7. What are the four earth branches?
Answer: chou, chen, weli, and xu

8. What is the mao time-period?
Answer: 5 -7 a.m.

9. Which branch represents the last month of tlag?/e
Answer: chou

10. If someone tells you they were born in a dragear, to which branch

are they referring ?
Answer: chen
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THE CYCLE OF SIXTY

The stems flow from heaven while the branches fimm earth, and in
between, both affect humanity.

STEMS:
Jia, Yi, Bing,
etc.

A MAN

BRANCHES:
Zi, Chou, Yin,
| etc.

i EARTH

Diagram 8

The stems and branches progress in parallel cywlken the ten stems and
twelve branches combine, they become a greatee of@0. This cycle of
sixty (also known as the sexagenary cycle) coneis$&x rotations of the
stems and five rotations of the branches. Yin stalways combine with
yin branches and yang stems always combine with paanches.
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The combinations progress as follows:

Stem 1 Branch 1 bothyang
Stem 2 Branch 2 bothyin
Stem 3 Branch 3 both yang
Stem 4 Branch 4 bothyin
Stem 5 Branch 5 bothyang
Stem 6 Branch 6 bothyin
Stem 7 Branch 7 bothyang
Stem 8 Branch 8 bothyin
Stem 9 Branch 9 bothyang

Stem 10 Branch 10 both yin
Stem 1 Branch 11 both yang
Stem 2 Branch 12 bothyin
Stem 3 Branch 1 bothyang etc.

This cycle is used to count the progression ofg,gaonths, days, and hours.
A time period may be called'!="," ‘jiazi,” ‘Stem 1 Branch 1,” or ‘Number
1inthe

Cycle of Sixty.’
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The following table shows the cycle of sixty arglassociations:

=

-

al

-

L

th

NUMBER | STEM/ BRANCH ELEMENTS

1 S1B1 Jia Zi Yang Wood Wate
2 S2B2 Yi Chou Yin Wood Earth
3 S3B3 Bing Yin Yang Fire Wood
4 S4B4 Ding Mao Yin Fire Wood
5 S5B5 Wu Chen Yang Earth Eart
6 S6B6 Ji Si Yin Earth Fire
7 S7B7 Geng Wu Yang Metal Fire
8 S8B8 Xin Wei Yin Metal Earth
9 S9B9 Ren Shen Yang Water Met
10 S10B10 Gui You Yin Water Metal
11 S1B11 Jia Xu Yang Wood Earth
12 S2B12 Yi Hai Yin Wood Water
13 S3B1 Bing Zi Yang Fire Water
14 S4B2 | Ding Chou| Yin Fire Earth
15 S5B3 Wu Yin Yang Earth Wooc
16 S6B4 Ji Mao Yin Earth Wood
17 S7B5 | Geng Chen Yang Metal Earth
18 S8B6 Xin Si Yin Metal Fire
19 S9B7 Ren Wu Yang Water Fire
20 S10B8| Gui Wei Yin Water Earth
21 S1B9 Jia Shen Yang Wood Met
22 S2B10| YiYou Yin Wood Metal
23 S3B11| Bing Xu Yang Fire Earth
24 S4B12| Ding Hai Yin Fire Water
25 S5B1 Wu Zi Yang Earth Wate
26 S6B2 Ji Chou Yin Earth Earth
27 S7B3 Geng Yin| Yang Metal Woo
28 S8B4 Xin Mao Yin Metal Wood
29 S9B5 Ren Chen Yang Water Ear
30 S10B6 Gui Si Yin Water Fire
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NUMBER | STEM/ BRANCH ELEMENTS
31 S1B7 Jia Wu Yang Wood Fire
32 S2B8 Yi Wei Yin Wood Earth
33 S3B9 Bing Shen Yang Fire Meta
34 S4B10| Ding You Yin Fire Metal
35 S5B11| Wu Xu Yang Earth Earth
36 S6B12 Ji Hai Yin Earth Water
37 S7B1 Geng Zi Yang Metal Wate
38 S8B2 Xin Chou Yin Metal Earth
39 S9B3 Ren Yin Yang Water Woo
40 S10B4| Gui Mao Yin Water Wood
41 S1B5 Jia Chen Yang Wood Ear
42 S2B6 Yi Si Yin Wood Fire
43 S3B7 Bing Wu Yang Fire Fire
44 S4B8 Ding Wei Yin Fire Earth
45 S5B9 Wu Shen Yang Earth Metg
46 S6B10 Ji You Yin Earth Metal
a7 S7B11| Geng Xu Yang Metal Earth
48 S8B12| Xin Hai Yin Metal Water
49 S9B1 Ren Zi Yang Water Wate
50 S10B2| Gui Chou Yin Water Earth
51 S1B3 Jia Yin Yang Wood Woo
52 S2B4 Yi Mao Yin Wood Wood
53 S3B5 | Bing Chen Yang Fire Earth
54 S4B6 Ding Si Yin Fire Fire
55 S5B7 Wu Wu Yang Earth Fire
56 S6B8 Ji Wei Yin Earth Earth
57 S7B9 | Geng Shen Yang Metal Metal
58 S8B10| Xin You Yin Metal Metal
59 S9B11| Ren Xu Yang Water Earth
60 S10B12 Gui Hai Yin Water Water

As an example, let’s look at number 21 in the Cyél8ixty. It contains

Stem 1

(jia) and Branch 9 (shen), abbreviated in the chaf61B9.” This is a yang
combination because 1 and 9 are both odd, or yaiags yang wood and
shen is yang metal; therefore we call the combonagang wood metal.

Each year, month, day, and double-hour has a stea &ranch, or a
position in the cycle of sixty. For example, thexa sixty year cycle, as well
as a sixty day cycle that has an effect on us. Husvs integrated into the
Chinese calendar will be discussed later.
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Quiz 3: Cycle of Sixty
1. What is combination number 59 in the cycle ¢? 60

2. What number is ren shen in the cycle of 60?

3. What are the elements involved in wu zi, andtlaeg yin, yang, or mixed?

4. Can yin and yang be mixed in a stem-branch coatioin?

5. What stem-branch combination will come five eaifter an yi you year?

6. In wu zi, which one is the stem?

7. What combination comes just before gui si?

8. What is the water ox combination?

9. What is the stem 3 branch 7 combination?

10. What stem branch combination comes after g@i ha
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Quiz 3 Answers
1. What is combination number 59 in the cycle ¢? 60
Answer: ren xu

2. What number is ren shen in the cycle of 60?
Answer: 9

3. What are the elements involved in wu zi, andtlaeg yin, yang, or mixed?
Answer: yang earth water

4. Can yin and yang be mixed in a stem-branch coatioin?
Answer: no

5. What stem-branch combination will come five geaifter an yi you year?
Answer: geng yin

6. In wu zi, which one is the stem?
Answer: wu

7. What combination comes just before gui si?
Answer: ren chen

8. What is the water ox combination?
Answer: gui chou

9. What is the stem 3 branch 7 combination?
Answer: bing wu

10. What stem branch combination comes after g@i ha
Answer: jia zi
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RELATIONSHIPS OF THE STEMS AND
BRANCHES

The stems and branches have various relationdhgp®xample, the current
year branch interacts with you based on the brahte year you were
born. Two people may interact with each other,art,dased on the stem of
the day they were born. These practical applicatiofi be discussed in
other classes. Here we will learn the theory bekimedapplication.

Relationships of the Stems

Here is a review of the stems:

STEM NUMBER | ELEMENT
Jia 1 Yang Wood
Yi 2 Yin Wood

Bing 3 Yang Fire

Ding 4 Yin Fire
Wu 5 Yang Earth
Ji 6 Yin Earth

Geng 7 Yang Metal
Xin 8 Yin Metal
Ren 9 Yang Water
Gui 10 Yin Water

Since the stems correspond to different elemdmy, interact with each
other based on the production or domination cyé¢lesexample, jia
produces or nourishes bing, since wood producesYir which is also
wood, nourishes bing, too. However, there is aediiice between the two,
since jia is yang and yi is yin. The relationshgivieeen yi and bing will be a
little smoother in general, because one yin andyamng have more
attraction to each other than two yins or two yahggeneral, productive
relationships are smoother than domination relahgs, but yin to yang or
yang to yin is smoother than yang to yang or yigito

Jia (yang wood) will, at least in theory, dominhtgh wu (yang earth) and ji
(yin earth). The relationship will be quite hargtween jia and wu, as both
are yang. A domination is also quite harsh betwesiin stems, such as yi
(wood) and ji (earth). However, something specagdgens when jia and ji
get together.
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STEM NUMBER | ELEMENT STEM NUMBER | ELEMENT
Jia 1 Yang Wood Ji 6 Yin Earth
Yi 2 Yin Wood Geng 7 Yang Meta

Bing 3 Yang Fire Xin 8 Yin Metal
Ding 4 Yin Fire Ren 9 Yang Water
Wu 5 Yang Earth Gui 10 Yin Water

The stems that are in the same row in the above telve a special
attraction to each other. Note that stem one ad 6tare a pair, stem 2 and
stem 7, stem 3 and stem 8, etc. Stems that hawkeiedce of 5 are in this
relationship, which is called tHéve Combinations(wu he- f,).

Notice that one is yin and the other is yang. Notiat the yang one
dominates the yin one. Here, instead of frictitverée is attraction. In
Chinese literature, this was compared to the stypaxal relationship
between husband and wife, where the husband (ghomginates the wife
(yin). This stereotype may have changed todaythmuattraction between
these stems remains.

In fact, if the two attracted stems can meet edlsrpand the circumstances
are right, they can combine as in chemistry, talpoe another element. As
long as they stay combined, they lose their origitement correspondence
and act like the newly created element.

THE FIVE COMBINATIONS
STEM STEM ELEMENT
Jia Ji earth
Yi Geng metal
Bing | combines with| Xin | to create water
Ding Ren wood
Wu Gui fire

How and when this happens will be left to futurasskes.
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To summarize the relationships of the stems:

Domination between two yang stems or two yin stermot smooth,
and causes much friction.

When a yin stems dominates a yang stem, thergi®ir, but not as
bad as when both stems are yang, or both stenysnare

When a yang stem dominates a yin stem, this iseflagonship
called the five combinations. It is smooth and contatble. If they
combine, they generate a new element together.

If one yang stem produces another yang stem, oyiorgem
produces another yin stem, this relationship iyfamooth.

If a yang stem produces a yin stem, or a yin steadyres a yang
stem, this is very smooth.

Besides the smoothness or roughness of a relaimrihre is another issue.
If jia and ji combine together to make earth, thia smooth relationship.
But is it always good? It is good only if the eagtbment is helpful. If the
earth element is harmful, then even though theiogiship is smooth, the
results will not be good. The application of thpsaciples will be given in
other classes.
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Quiz 4: Stem Relationships
1. Which is a smoother relationship? geng and regeng and gui

2. Which is a smoother relationship? geng andrjigemg and vi

3. Which is one of the five combinations? bing amdor xin and jia?

4. Is ding attracted to geng, xin, ren, or gui?

5. If wu and gui meet up and combine, what is #wilting element?

6. Which of the five combinations makes earth?

7. Which relationship is difficult or rough? yi agdi, yi and ding, yi and
xin, or yi and geng
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Quiz 4 Answers
1. Which is a smoother relationship? geng and regeng and gui
Answer: geng and gui (because one is yang: geng, anéome gui, and
geng metal produces gui water.)

2. Which is a smoother relationship? geng andrjigemg and vyi
Answer: geng and yi (because one is yang: geng, andsona:iyi. Even
though geng metal dominates or controls yi wooeldls attraction.)

3. Which is one of the five combinations? bing amdor xin and jia?
Answer: bing and xin (because the yang stem must cotiteayin stem.)

4. Is ding attracted to geng, xin, ren, or gui?
Answer: ren (this is one of the five combinations.)

5. If wu and gui meet up and combine, what is #wilting element?
Answer: fire

6. Which of the five combinations makes earth?
Answer: jia and ji

7. Which relationship is difficult or rough? yi agdi, yi and ding, yi and

xin, or yi and geng
Answer: yi and xin (both are yin, and xin dominates yi.)
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Relationships of the Branches

Here is a review of the branches:

BRANCH | NUMBER | ANIMAL ELEMENT
Zi 1 Rat Yang Water
Chou 2 Ox Yin Earth
Yin 3 Tiger Yang Wood
Mao 4 Rabbit Yin Wood
Chen 5 Dragon Yang Earth
Si 6 Snake Yin Fire
Wu 7 Horse Yang Fire
Wei 8 Sheep Yin Earth
Shen 9 Monkey Yang Metal
You 10 Rooster Yin Metal
Xu 11 Dog Yang Earth
Hai 12 Pig Yin Water

The branches have many more types of relationshgrsthe stems. We will
describe a number of them.
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There are two ways to diagram the branches. Oineaigircle, like a clock
face, with zi at 6 o’clock, and wu at 12 o’clock:

Diagram 9

The other is in a square or rectangular shape:

si| wu | wei| shen
chen you
mao Xu
yin | chou| zi | hai

This format is called the twelve palaces.

We will use both in our explanations below.
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Oppositions (liu chong= jA1)

Diagram 10

For this we use the clock face. Any two branches &ne opposite to each
other in the above diagram are ‘in opposition.iiast cases, this means that
they are incompatible, causing friction, argumeatgven harming each

other.

OPPOSITIONS
Zi Wu
Chou Wei
Yin Shen
Mao You
Chen Xu
Si Hai

In most cases, the two opposing branches have amdbom relationship
when the elements are examined.
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The Three Combinations (san hez #)

Any relationship with the word ‘combination’ innheans that these
branches are attracted to each other, and tHatyfdre able to combine,
they transform to another element, like a chenmeattion. Combinations
are also generally harmonious and beneficial maghips.

The Three Combinations is a complicated relatignghiit a very important
one. It is used quite frequently, so you shouldire to understand it.

Using the branches around a clock face (same asaned above), one can
draw four equilateral triangles to make four groapthree branches each.

& wWu  wei
chen chen shen
mao mao you
yin yin XU
chou ~—; ' chou ~="haj
g WU wei si WU wej
chen shen  chen shen
mao You mao you
yin Xu yin XU
chou ~Zhai chou 2 hai

Diagram 11
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Each grouping has a particular starting placeneataf the four corners.

SI| wu | wei| SHEN
chen you
mao Xu
YIN | chou| zi |HAI

Note that in the square diagram of the branchessyjishen, and hai are
each in a corner. These are called the four caorBeiag in a corner implies
activity, so these are the starting place for eaolip of the Three
Combinations. We can call it the generator, astihé beginning.

The second in the group is one of the four direstid he four directions are
north (zi), east (mao), south (wu), and west (ydwu can verify this by
looking at a luopan (Chinese compass). This isrtamber of the group of
three that defines the group. For example, thehsguil branch) relates to
the fire element, so the combination with wu iwénts to transform to fire.
We can call this the peak.
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The last branch in the group is one of the fouthsailf you look at the
element of the branches, you will see that choanctvei, and xu are all
earth. In Chinese, this is called a grave, butgaualso call it a bank, or a
warehouse. This is because each earth storesetimera of the peak in its

group.

Do not think of the word ‘grave’ with negative faggs. In Chinese thought,
a grave stores something precious: the bones ofgrmestors. In yin house
feng shui, it is taught that if these bones aracduproperly, they bring great
benefit to later generations.

Example: shen, zi, chen is one group of the Thi@al@nations. Shen is a
corner, the generator. Zi is the peak, in the ndnmtbction, and defines this
group as water. Chen is an earth branch. It stea¢sr. Therefore it is called
the water grave (or bank, or warehouse). Notethlsioshen, the generator,
Is metal, and feeds the water nature of the gréhp.earth of chen does not
dominate or harm the water of this group, as tarthes the water grave.

The Three Combinations
Corner: | Direction: | Earth: | Element | Direction
Generator Peak Grave
Shen Zi Chen Water North
Si You Chou Metal West
Yin Wu Xu Fire South
Hai Mao Wel Wood East
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Quiz 5: Oppositions and the Three Combinations
1. Which branch opposes hai?

2. Which branch opposes chen?

3. Which is one of the four corners? yin, mao, legrc

4. Which branch represents one of the four direstcsi, wu, or wei

5. What are the branches in the three combinatelaionship with si?

6. What element does shen, zi, and chen produce thlegget together?

7. What element does wei store?

8. In the yin, wu, xu combination, which branchetatines the element of
the combination, and what is this element?
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Quiz 5 Answers
1. Which branch opposes hai?
Answer: si

2. Which branch opposes chen?
Answer: xu

3. Which is one of the four corners? yin, mao, legrc
Answer: yin

4. Which branch represents one of the four direstcsi, wu, or wei
Answer: wu

5. What are the branches in the three combinatelaionship with si?
Answer: Si, you, and chou

6. What element does shen, zi, and chen produce thieegget together?
Answer: water

7. What element does wei store?

Answer: wood (because it is the earth branch for therhap, wei
combination. Since mao belongs to the east andghe combination
produces wood.)

8. In the yin, wu, xu combination, which branchetatines the element of

the combination, and what is this element?
Answer: wu, fire
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The Six Combinations (liu he# #)

The six combinations are not as frequently usedasgrowerful as the Three
Combinations. This is because three branches jaog=ther is stronger
than two branches joined. Like the Three Combimagtiohis relationship
tends to be harmonious and beneficial, but thefliea@ot as great as with
the Three Combinations.

Diagram 12

The pattern of the Six Combinations can also ba ss@g the diagram of
the twelve palaces:
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si| wu wei |shen
chen T you
L e .,
yin| chou zi |hai
Diagram 13
The Six Combinations
Branches Combine| to make
Chou Zi Earth
Yin Hai Wood
Mao Xu Fire
Chen You Metal
Si Shen Water
Wu Wei Fire




The Three Meetings (san hui %ﬁ)
This is related to the four seasons. Since eadosdas three months, the
branches of the three months of a season havatenship. For example,
the three months of spring are yin, mao, and cWeanand mao are the
wood months, and chen is an earth month at thektie season. If these
three branches meet up, they make very strong wodde situation is the
same with the other seasons. This is a harmon@asanship.

For a discussion of the Chinese view of the foaseas, see below. The
Chinese seasons begin and end at different tinaestkie Western seasons.

Wu
Sl summer WEl
Chen 5 5 Shen
p u
r L
Mao : 3 You
n m
Yin g S Xu
Chou Hai
Zi
Diagram 14

The Three Meetings
Branches Make| Season
Hai, Zi, Chou | Water Winter
Yin, Mao, Chen| Wood | Spring
Si, Wu, Wei Fire | Summer
Shen, You, Xu| Metal | Autumn

Any of the Combination relationships, as well as Tihree Meetings, are
smooth and harmonious, without friction. Thereftirey are usually
beneficial. The exception is that if a certain edas harmful, and that
element is made stronger by one of these relatipsstinen there will be
some difficulty. For example, in Four Pillars aggy, if fire is harmful to
me, then when si, wu, and wei meet, it will causgeproblems, as it makes
the fire stronger. Further discussion of this cgedll take place in the
relevant classes.
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The Six Harms (liu hai = EFF,')

Diagram 15

The Six Harms is a negative influence, but notitidlt as an opposition.

The pattern can also be seen using the diagrahedivelve palaces:

sy wy jei hen
chem ou
> <
mad] Xu
yin| chou Zi ai
Diagram 16
THE SIX HARMS
These branches harm each other
Xu You
Hai Shen
Zi Wei
Chou Wu
Yin Si
Mao Chen
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There are a few more branch relationships thatave Imnot discussed. These
are not used as frequently, so we will reserve tfwrolasses where they
will be used.

There are also some other aspects of stems anchieathat are not

discussed here. However, now you have a good femd@r the majority
of the Chinese arts that use this type of calautati
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Quiz 6: Six Combinations, Meetings and Harms

1. Who does si like to combine with? wu, wei, oersh

2. If chou and zi get together, what do they make?

3. Which are the winter month branches, or the mwateting?

4. If si, wu, and wei are together, which elemergtrengthened?

5. When chou and wu get together, is another elemade?

6. Which branch harms xu?

7. Which relationship(s) most cause problems? appos, three
combinations, six combinations, three meetingshaimns
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Quiz 6 Answers

1. Who does si like to combine with? wu, wei, oersh
Answer: shen, as one of the six combinations

2. If chou and zi get together, what do they make?
Answer: earth, as one of the six combinations

3. Which are the winter month branches, or the mwateting?
Answer: hai, zi, and chou

4. If si, wu, and wei are together, which elemergtrengthened?
Answer: fire, as the fire meeting

5. When chou and wu get together, is another elemade?
Answer: No (these two are a ‘harm,” which does not predacother
element)

6. Which branch harms xu?
Answer: you

7. Which relationship(s) most cause problems? appos, three

combinations, six combinations, three meetingshaimns
Answer: oppositions and harms
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THE CHINESE CALENDAR OVERVIEW

The Western ‘Gregorian’ Calendar
The Western calendar is called the Gregorian calehidwas named after
Pope Gregory, who had it developed into its curfemh. The Gregorian
calendar is a solar calendar because it is bas#teaarth's rotation around
the sun. It consists of 365 days per year, excefpeap years when an extra
day is added, on February 29th.

A leap year occurs every fourth year. Years endirtgvo zeros are not leap
years (e.g., 1900). On years ending in three zarteap day is added (e.qg.,
2000).

These rules keep the months in their appropriaiecse Without leap years,
January eventually would take place in summerh@rtorthern hemisphere)
because the earth takes approximately 365-1/4tdayiscle the sun. The
extra quarter day adds up with time, affectingabeuracy of the calendar.
Adding a leap day periodically compensates for djuiarter-day discrepancy.

The Chinese Luni-Solar Calendar
The Chinese developed a luni-solar calendar instesgkd on the phases of
the moon, as well as the sun. Twelve lunar monthisenup a year: this
leaves the calendar about ten days short of a'gedér To correct this, a
leap month is added periodically. In this way, firet month of the Chinese
lunar calendar appears at the expected time. Tigrssahe lunar calendar
with the seasons, which are based on the relaijph&tween the earth and
the sun. That is why the Chinese calendar is cligidsolar: it has both
lunar and solar aspects to it.

Each lunar month begins on the new moon day anslfias29 or 30 days,
as it takes about 29-1/2 days from new moon to mean as we see it from
the earth. Chinese months have no special narey. are simply referred
to as the first month, the second month, the tmodth, etc.

The Chinese also developed a more detailed sglactato their calendar,

called the ‘twenty-four solar terms.’ Both the saad lunar aspects of the
Chinese calendar will be discussed below.
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Conversion Between the Calendars
In this class, names such as ‘January’ refer t@itegjorian calendar.
Numbered months, such as the ‘11th month,’ reféhéoChinese calendar.

In order to do the calculations necessary for Glarestrology, feng shui,
and day selection, we must be able to convert diaiesthe Gregorian
calendar to the Chinese calendar and vice versa.

A Ten-Thousand-Year Calend@f| = ) is a book that allows you to look
up any date over a number of years and convernt bne calendar to
another. We offer &en-Thousand-Year Calendfmr 1882 through 2031. It
Is available on our web pagewWw.amfengshui.coi and you will need it
for this class. Thémerican Feng Shui Institusdso has available&en-
Thousand Year Calendar Chinese. If you are interested, please email th
Institute atfsinfo@amfengshui.com

In this class we will discuss the calendar theand explain how to look up
the necessary information in tlien-Thousand-Year Calend&@ometimes
we will also tell you how to calculate certain datidhout theTen-
Thousand-Year Calendaalthough we find using the tables more
convenient than calculating.
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The Year

Every year has its own stem and branch. If yowaneg theTen-Thousand
Year Calendarthis is listed on the top row of every year talhethe
excerpt from the 1976 table below, we can see that:

The year is 1976 in the Gregorian (Western) calenda

The stem for 1976 is bing.

The branch for 1976 is chen.

The stem is always listed first, followed by tharch.

The stem and branch of the year is used with batsolar and the lunar
calendars.

The flying star for the year is 6 White. Flyingrstare used in Feng
Shui.

The annual flying star is only used with the salalendar.

The start date for this year is January,3B76 if you are using the
lunar calendar. You can find this as the first day @f finst lunar month.
There will be more details on this under the maxplanation.

If you are using th&wventy-four solar term&he Chinese solar calendar),
the first day of this year is February,8.976. This will also receive
more explanation below.

YEAR: 1976 Bing Chen 6 White
2ND 3RD
1ST MONTH |[MONTH MONTH 4TH MONTH
Geng Yin Xin Mao Ren Chen Gui Si
1| 1/31 Ren Wu | 3/1 Ren Zi 3/31 Ren Wu | 4/29 Xin Hai
2| 2/1GuiWei |3/2Gui Chou | 4/1 GuiWei |4/30Ren Zi
3| 2/2 Jia Shen|3/3 Jia Yin 4/2 Jia Shen | 5/1 Gui Chou
4, 2/3YiYou |3/4YiMao 4/3 Yi You 5/2 Jia Yin
5/ 2/4Bing Xu [3/5Bing Chen | 4/4 Bing Xu 5/3 Yi Mao
Bing
6| 2/5Ding Hai| 3/6 Ding Si 4/5 Ding Hai | 5/4 Chen
71 2/6 WuZzi |3/7WuWu 4/6 Wu Zi 5/5 Ding Si

Notice that towards the end of the Chinese yeagavi® the next year in the
Western calendar. Under theMrhonth of the 1976 table, it says “1976 —
1977,” because the Western new year comes in thenbhth of the

Chinese calendar. Any dates from Janudhyl277 until the next Chinese
year still are considered part of 1976 in the Céenealendar.
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12TH
10TH MONTH| 11TH MONTH|MONTH
Ji Hai Geng Zi Xin Chou
1976 - 1977
Ding
11/21 Chou 12/21 Ding Wei| 1/19Bing Zi |1
Ding
11/22 Wu Yin |12/22 Wu Shen| 1/20 Chou 2
11/23Ji Mao  |12/23 Ji You 1/21 Wu Yin |3

*k*k

The stem and the branch for a year are easy talatdcIf you know the
stem and branch for any year, you can count upwendhrough the cycle of
sixty to calculate the stem and branch for anyrogiear. Below is a table
covering the years 1924 through 2043. Leap yeaith¢ \Western calendar)
are marked with an asterisk.

To review: The time between January 1st and thed&3ei new year belongs
to the previous year. For example, January 2819656 receives the stem
and branch of 1994 because it fell in the 12th imarfithe previous year in
the Chinese calendar. However, to know when the€da year changes,
you must know if you are referring to thaar or thesolar aspect of the
Chinese calendar. For example, one type of Chiasselogy called Ziwei
Doushu uses the lunar aspect of the calendar. Anbothe of Chinese
astrology, four pillars, as well as fengshui ang sielection, use the solar
aspect. The solar new year is always around Fepafaor 5". However,

the lunar new year moves around in January andugebrThe reasoning for
this will be explained below.
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CYCLE OF 60 YEARS CYCLE OF 60 YEARS

1 Jia Zi 1924* 1984* | 31| JiaWu | 1954 | 2014
2| YiChou | 1925 | 1985| 32 YiWei |1955 | 2015
3 | BingYin | 1926 | 1986 | 33 Bing Shen| 1956* | 2016*
4 | Ding Mao | 1927 | 1987 | 34 Ding You | 1957 | 2017
5| WuChen | 1928%1988*| 35| Wu Xu | 1958 | 2018
6 Ji Si 1929 | 1989| 36 JiHai 1959 | 2019
7 | GengWu | 1930| 1990 37 GengZi | 1960* 2020*
8 | XinWei | 1931 | 1991 | 38 Xin Chou | 1961 | 2021
9 | Ren Shen| 1932F1992*| 39| RenYin | 1962 | 2022
10| GuiYou | 1933 | 1993| 40 Gui Mao | 1963 | 2023
11| JiaXu 1934 | 1994| 41 JiaChen | 19647 2024*
12| YiHai 1935 | 1995 | 42 YiSi 1965 | 2025
13| Bing Zi | 1936*| 1996* | 43| Bing Wu | 1966 | 2026
14| Ding Chou| 1937 | 1997 | 44 Ding Wei | 1967 | 2027
15| WuYin | 1938 | 1998 | 45 Wu Shen | 19681 2028*
16| JiMao | 1939 | 1999| 46 JiYou 1969 | 2029
17 | Geng Chen 1940* | 2000* | 47| Geng Xu | 1970 | 2030
18| Xin Si 1941 | 2001 | 48 XinHai | 1971 | 2031
19| RenWu | 1942 | 2002| 49 RenZi | 1972* 2032*
20| GuiWei | 1943 | 2003| 50 Gui Chou | 1973 | 2033
21| JiaShen | 1944r2004* | 51| JiaYin | 1974 | 2034
22| YiYou |1945 | 2005| 52 YiMao | 1975 | 2035
23| Bing Xu | 1946 | 2006| 53 Bing Chen| 1976* | 2036*
24| DingHai | 1947 | 2007| 54 Ding Si | 1977 | 2037
25| Wu Zi 1948*| 2008* | 55| Wu Wu | 1978 | 2038
26| JiChou | 1949| 2009, 56 JiWei 1979 | 2039
27| GengYin | 1950 | 2010 | 57 Geng Shen 1980* | 2040*
28| XinMao | 1951 | 2011| 58 XinYou | 1981 | 2041
29| Ren Chen| 1952*| 2012*| 59| Ren Xu | 1982 | 2042
30| GuiSi 1953 | 2013| 60 GuiHai | 1983 | 2043

* Leap year
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One shortcut for knowing the stem of a year isolews: since there are
ten stems, a stem repeats every ten years. Yedirsgen '4' in the
Gregorian calendar (1974, 1984, 1994, etc.) alehhe stem jia. But once
again, make sure that the date in question is tifee€hinese new year.
Otherwise, it belongs to the previous Chinese year.

Stem | Year ends in
Jia 4
Yi 5

Bing 6

Ding 7
Wu 8
Ji 9

Geng 0

Xin 1
Ren 2
Gui 3

There is also a formula to find the year branch.years between 1900 and
1999, it is as follows:

Take the last two digits of the year.

Add 1.

Divide by 12.

Take the remainder. (If the remainder is 0, thehitch2.)

The branch with this number is the year branch.

Be sure date falls after Chinese new year.

For example 1963: The last 2 digits are 63. Adding 1 makesD8diding
by 12 makes 5 with a remainder of 4. THebdanch is mao. 1963 was a gui
mao year.

For years from 2000 until 2099, use the above féarhut instead of adding
1, add 5.

For example 2020: The last 2 digits are 20. Adding 5 makes3@iding
by 12 makes 2 with a remainder of 1. THebtanch is zi. 2020 will be a
geng zi yeatr.
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Quiz 7: Luni-Solar Calendar, and Year
1. The Chinese calendar is based on
a. the sunb. the moon c. both d. neither

2. To keep the lunar calendar adjusted
a. a leap day is added periodically
b. a leap month is added periodically
c. there is no need to adjust the lunar calendar

3. 1f 2020 is a geng zi year, what is 20217

4. What stem goes with a year ending in 5, su@088?

5. Your client was born Junetim973. What are the stem and branch of his
birth year?

6. Another client was born on Janualy 5968. What are the stem and
branch of her birth year?

7. Using the formula for calculation the branclyeérs from 2000 to 2099,
find the branch for 2053. Then figure out the stem.
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Quiz 7 Answers

1. The Chinese calendar is based on
a. the sunb. the moon c. both d. neither
Answer: c. both

2. To keep the lunar calendar adjusted

a. a leap day is added periodically

b. a leap month is added periodically

c. there is no need to adjust the lunar calendar
Answer: b. a leap month is added periodically

3. 1f 2020 is a geng zi year, what is 2021?
Answer: xin chou

4. What stem goes with a year ending in 5, su@088?
Answer: yi

5. Your client was born June'1Q1973. What are the stem and branch of his
birth year?
Answer: gui chou

6. Another client was born on Janualy; 5968. What are the stem and
branch of her birth year?

Answer: ding wei. Since this person was born before eithe solar or the
lunar new year, we must use the stem and brantB6.

7. Using the formula for calculation the branclyeérs from 2000 to 2099,
find the branch for 2053. Then figure out the stem.

Answer:

Last 2 digits: 53

Add 5: 58

Divide by 12: 4 with a remainder of 10

10 = you

year ends in 3 = gui stem

2053 is a gui you year.
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Months: The Lunar Aspect of the Chinese Calendar

As for the lunar aspect of the Chinese calendar year consists of 12 or 13
lunar months. A lunar month begins on the day efrttw moon. The new
moon is the phase of the moon occurring when gsgmbetween the earth
and the sun and is invisible or visible only asaarow crescent at sunset.

The full moon takes place on the™day of the lunar month.

A short lunar month is 29 days and a long lunartman30 days. This is
because it takes about 29-1/2 days for the moopnplete one cycle from
new to full and back to new again, from the perpe®f planet earth.

When using the lunar calendar, it is easy to knfmavahase of the moon: On
the first, it is new. From the'2to the 14, it is waxing. On the 1% it is full.
From the 18 through the 29 or 3d", the moon is waning.

A leap month is added about seven times in 19 yraer to keep the
calendar ‘in accord with heaven.’ Certain solamgsenust always take
place at specific times in the lunar calendar, ¢hg. winter solstice must
always take place in the "Llunar month. When a leap month is added, it
must be put in the place that will keep the sodstjiequinoxes, and new
years day within the correct time frame.

As for the leap months, there are different wayddal with them in Chinese
astrology. This will be discussed in other classd®n it is relevant.
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The Solar Aspect of the Chinese Calendar also knowas the
Twenty-Four Solar Terms

The twenty-four solar terms{-1- VU fii % er4dshi2si4 jie2qi4) are twenty-
four periods of 15 or 16 days, making up one y€hey are defined by solar
markers such as the solstices and equinoxes. Thegctually twenty-four
equal divisions of the sun’s ecliptic. Each termi%sdegrees of longitude,
measured along the horizon. They are also assdaaate the 24 compass
directions, used in fengshui.

Solstice Either of two times of the year when the suntigsagreatest
distance from the celestial equator. The summetiselin the Northern
Hemisphere occurs about June 21, when the surthg irenith at the tropic
of Cancer; the winter solstice occurs about DecerBbewhen the sun is
over the tropic of Capricorn. The summer solstecthe longest day of the
year and the winter solstice is the shortest.

Equinox: Either of the two times during a year when the swsses the
celestial equator and when the length of day aghtrare approximately
equal; the vernal equinox or the autumnal equinox.

The 24 Solar Terms
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The twenty-four solar terms are:

THE TWENTY-FOUR SOLAR TERMS START

TERM PINYIN MEANING DATES MONTH
1 RV Li Chun Spring Commences Feb 4-5 First
2 7K Yu Shui Rain Water Feb 19-20
3 A Jing Zhi Insects Awaken Mar 5-6 Second
4 E4r Chun Fen Spring Equinox Mar 21-22
5 i Qing Ming Pure Brightness Apr 4-6 Third
6 S Gu Yu Grain Rain Apr 20-21
7 ba-) Li Xia Summer Commences May 5-6
8 /N Xiao Man Grain Sprouting May 21-22 Fourth
9 Toffi | Mang Zhong Grain in Ear Jun 5-7 Fifth
10| % Xia Zhi Summer Solstice Jun 21-22
11| =2 Xiao Shu Little Heat Jul 7-8 Sixth
12| K& Da Shu Great Heat Jul 23-24
13| 7k Li Qiu Autumn Commences Aug 7-8 Seventh
14| g2 Chu Shu Heat Finishes Aug 23-24
15| H& Bai Lu Clear Dew Sep 7-9 Eighth
16 | fko Qiu Fen Autumn Equinox Sep 23-24
17| J€5% Han Lu Cold Dew Oct 8-9 .
18| P& | Shuang Jiang  Frost Descends Oct 23-24 Ninth
19| & Li Dong Winter Commences Nov 7-8
20| 7 | Xiao Xue Little Snow Nov 2223 'enth
21| K&FH Da Xue Great Snow Dec 7-8

- . - Eleventh

22| &% Dong Zhi Winter Solstice Dec 22-23
23| /ph3E Xiao Han Little Cold Jan 5-6
24| K3E Da Han Great Cold Jan 20-2[1 Twelfth

The dates (in our Western calendar) of these sadars vary within a day or
two because our calendar adds a leap day everyéaus.
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Within each month, there are two solar terms. Tis¢ dne is called a ‘jie,
and the second one is called a ‘qgi.” The twelvaye also called monthly
festivals: these appear toward the beginning (betvilee 4th and the 9th
day) of the Western month. These are the firstalaach of the twelve
solar months. The jie are the odd numbered salarsteand the gi are the
even numbered solar terms in the above table.i€rs@g more important as
they are used as the beginning of the solar momtiesiwelve festivals or
jie are listed below:

PINYIN MEANING STARTS | MONTH | BRANCH
Li Chun Spring Commences  Feb 445 Firs Yin
Jing Zhi Insects Awaken Mar 5-6  Second Mao
Qing Ming Pure Brightness Apr 4-6 Third Chen
Li Xia Summer CommencesMay 5-6 | Fourth Si
Mang Zhong Grain in Ear Jun 5-7 Fifth Wu
Xiao Shu Little Heat Jul 7-8 Sixth Wei
Li Qiu Autumn Commences Aug 7-8 | Seventh Shen
Bai Lu Clear Dew Sep 7-9 Eight You
Han Lu Cold Dew Oct 8-9 Ninth Xu
Li Dong Winter Commences Nov 7-8 | Tenth Hai
Da Xue Great Snow Dec 7-8 Eleventh Zi
Xiao Han Little Cold Jan 5-6/ Twelfth Chou

Li Chun is the first day of spring, and also fwar Chinese new year. It
falls on February 4th or 5th every year. It is fingt of the twelve monthly
festivals. When using the Chinese solar calendsusider a date before
February 4th as belonging to the previous year.

There is never a leap month in the Chinese solandar. This is because
the solar year is divided evenly into 12 or 24 sioms.

Think about this like a pie. If the pie is alreadyt into eight sections, but
seven people show up, there is a remainder. Somgethiist be done with
the leftover pie. In some ways, this resembleduhar calendar. However,
if the host waits until the guests show up, ana ttigides the pie into the
exact number of slices so that each guest hasual slgare, there is no
remainder. This is more like the solar calendar.

These twelve festivals or solar months each hastera and branch. The
branch for any given month is the same each yeare¥ample, the fourth
month, beginning on May 5th or 6th, always haddtach, si. However,
the stem changes from year to year. See below.

© 2002 by theAmerican Feng Shui Institute www.amfengshui.com - 58 -



Quiz 8: Lunar and Solar Months
1. A Chinesdunar year has
a. 12 months b. 13 months c.aorb

2. A Chinese solar year has
a. 12 months b. 13 months c.aorb

3. What day is the Chinese solar new year?
a. January 1 b. the winter solstice
c. February 4 or 8" d. varies from year to year

4. Li xia, summer commences, begins which monthenChinese calendar?
a. 2" b. 3¢ c. 4" d. 5"

5. Each solar Chinese month begins on the
a. jie b. gi C. neither

6. On the 18 day of a lunar month, the moon is
a.new b.waxing c. full d. waning
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Quiz 8 Answers
1. A Chinesdunar year has
a. 12 months b. 13 months c.aorb
Answer: c. Some years have 12 months and leap yearsii3avenths in
the lunar calendar.

2. A Chinese solar year has

a. 12 months b. 13 months c.aorb
Answer: a. always 12 months. There are no leap monttisisolar
calendar.

3. What day is the Chinese solar new year?

a. January 1 b. the winter solstice

c. February % or 5" d. varies from year to year
Answer: c. February % or 5"

4. Li xia, summer commences, begins which monthénChinese calendar?
a. 2¢ b. 3° c. 4" d. 8"
Answer: c. 4"

5. Each solar Chinese month begins on the
a. jie b. qi c. neither
Answer: a. jie

6. On the 18 day of a lunar month, the moon is

a.new b.waxing c. full d. waning
Answer: d. waning
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The Stem and Branch of the Month

The table below shows the branches for the twelveths. The same branch
Is assigned to a month, whether it is the lunahersolar aspect of the
calendar that is being discussed. For exampldyrdmech of the fifth month

Is always wu in either calendar. The differencthé in a given year, the
start date of the month will vary depending on Wakethe lunar or the solar
calendar is being used.

BRANCH | MONTH
BRANCH | ELEMENT NUMBER | NUMBER
Zi water 1 11th
Chou earth 2 12th
Yin wood 3 1st
Mao wood 4 2nd
Chen earth 5 3rd
Si fire 6 4th
Wu fire 7 5th
Wei earth 8 6th
Shen metal 9 7th
You metal 10 8th
Xu earth 11 9th
Hai water 12 10th

The 1st month of the year is yin, the 3rd branthe branch yin
corresponds with yang wood. Wood is the elemesd@ated with spring.
The Chinese new year is associated with springirtee of birth and new
beginnings.

Seasonal beginnings are calculated differently &k vin the west, the
solstices and equinoxes are considered the figsbfla season. The
Chinese consider these astronomical events toebmittipoint of a season.
Therefore, Chinese spring begins about six weedks far Western spring.
The seasons in the Chinese calendar will be disdusslow.

The stem for a month will vary from year to yeas tlaere are ten stems and
twelve months. The month stem is found using trex geem and the month
branch. Find the number or branch of the monthuestjon in the month
columns on the left. Then take the year stem amtlthie correct column on
the right. The intersection of the month row anelykar stem column is
your answer.
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THE MONTH STEMS AND BRANCHES
MONTH YEAR STEM
NUMBER | BRANCH | Jiaordi | Yo Bing or | Dingor | Wuor
Geng Xin Ren Gui

1 Yin Bing Yin Wu Yin | GengYin| RenYin Jia Yin
2 Mao Ding Mao| Ji Mao Xin Mao | Gui Mao Yi Mao
3 Chen Wu Chen gﬁgg Ren Chen| Jia Chen | Bing Chen
4 Si Ji Si Xin Si Gui Si Yi Si Ding Si
5 Wu Geng Wu| Ren Wu Jia Wu Bing Wu Wu Wu
6 Wei Xin Wei Gui Wei Yi Wei Ding Wei| Ji Wei
7 Shen Ren Shen Jia Shen | Bing Shen Wu Shen gﬁgg
8 You Gui You Yi You Ding You| JiYou Xin You
9 Xu Jia Xu Bing Xu Wu Xu Geng Xu Ren Xu
10 Hai Yi Hai Ding Hai Ji Hai Xin Hai Gui Hai
11 Zi Bing Zi Wu Zi Geng Zi Ren Zi Jia Zi
12 Chou c[;);%% Ji Chou Xin Chou| Gui Chou | Yi Chou

For example, what is the stem of a shé) (fonth in a gui you year? We
follow the 7" month row over to the last column. This last caiumfor a
wu or a gui stem year. Therefore, it is the columnse in a gui you year.
We find that it is a geng shen month.

Note that the year stems in each column are inglagionship of the five
combinations. For example, jia and ji combine vaith other, as jia is yang
wood and ji is yin earth. See the section on the dlombinations above.

If you want to memorize the above table, memottieestem associated with
the third branch, yin, which is the first monthytiu know the stem of yin,
you can calculate the stem for any month of the.yHas is called th&ive
Tiger Method as the branch yin is associated with the tiger.
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The Months in the Ten-Thousand Year Calendar
As you have just learned, there are two types ohtins’ in the Chinese
calendar: lunar and solar.
a. Lunar Months
e Inthelunar calendar, there are 12 months most years, buttsoete
there is a leap month.
e« Each of the 12 (or 13Winar months are organized in a column for
each year table.
e The Chinese months are called Month,” ‘2", Month,’ etc.
e Each regular month has its own stem and branch.
e A leap month does not have its own stem and bra#otv. you treat
a leap month is determined by the intended uskeoinformation,
and by the philosophy of your teacher.

Below, you can see that there is a leap month leetitee & and 9" lunar
month in 1976. It begins on Septembef &4the Western calendar.

7TH MONTH| 8TH MONTH|LEAP MONTH | 9TH MONTH | 10TH MONTH
Bing Shen Ding You Wu Xu Ji Hai
Geng Ding
7/27 Chen 8/25 Ji You 9/24 Ji Mao  [10/23 Wu Shen [11/21 Chou
Geng
7/28 Xin Si 8/26 Geng Xu | 9/25 Chen 10/24 Ji You |11/22 Wu Yin
7/29 Ren Wu | 8/27 Xin Hai 9/26 Xin Si 10/25 Geng Xu |11/23 Ji Mao
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24 jie-qi (or 24 Solar Terms).

e There are no solar leap months.
e The solar months begin on the date listed in tleérpw, near the

bottom of the table.
o Note that the jie are always highlighted in theendhr.
e The time listed is for 120° east. It is the exavetof the beginning
of the jie, based on the solstices and the equsioxe
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If you follow the column for the first month dowa the bottom of the table
for 1976, you will see that ‘Li Chun’ is given atdaf February , and a
time of 12:40 am. This is in the row labeled ‘JiEhis is the beginning of
the first solar month of the Chinese calendar,iartkderefore the Chinese
solar new year. In the solar calendar, the anrieail and branch begin on
this date. (The table below has some rows deletsdriplify the illustration.)

YEAR: 1976 Bing Chen 6 White
1ST MONTH | 2ND MONTH| 3RD MONTH| 4TH MONTH
Geng Yin Xin Mao Ren Chen Gui Si
1| 1/31Ren Wu | 3/1 Ren Zi 3/31 Ren Wu | 4/29 Xin Hai
2| 2/1GuiWei | 3/2GuiChou | 4/1 GuiWei |4/30Ren Zi
3| 2/2Jia Shen | 3/3 Jia Yin 4/2 Jia Shen 5/1 Gui Chou
4, 2/3YiYou 3/4 Yi Mao 4/3 Yi You 5/2 Jia Yin
5/ 2/4Bing Xu | 3/5Bing Chen| 4/4 Bing Xu 5/3 Yi Mao
Bing
6| 2/5Ding Hai | 3/6 Ding Si 4/5 Ding Hai 5/4 Chen
7| 2/6 Wu Zi 3/7 Wu Wu 4/6 Wu Zi 5/5 Ding Si
8| 2/7JiChou | 3/8JiWei 4/7 Ji Chou 5/6 Wu Wu
Geng
29| 2/28 Geng Xu |3/29 Chen 4/28 Geng Xu | 5/27 Ji Mao
Geng
30[ 2/29 Xin Hai |3/30 Xin Si 5/28 Chen
5 Yellow 4 Green 3 Jade 2 Black
Jie|Li Chun Jing Zhi Qing Ming Li Xia
2/512:40a 3/5 6:48p 4/4 11:47p 5/55:15p
Qi[Yu Shui Chun Fen Gu Yu Xiao Man
2/19 8:40p 3/20 7:50p 4/20 7:03a 5/216:21a

In 1976, February"5occurs on this page of the calendar. Howevemines
years, the solar new year will be on the previcagep (This will be
discussed below.)

You can see that the second solar month beginsasnhv8' (Jing Zhi). The
third solar month begins on April’4Qing Ming).

Also notice, a flying star is named in the row abdive jie. The flying star
for the first solar month is 5 yellow. It takesexft on February™ The
flying star for the & solar month is 4 Green. It takes effect on Marth 5
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e When using the solar calendar, the stem and briarttle month

column above will take effect on the date listedhia ‘jie’ row of the

same column.

e The flying star listed in the same column also saé#ect during the

same time period.
e The flying stars are not used with the lunar cadend
e In some months, the first day of the solar montih the same
column as its lunar month. In other months, th&t filay may fall in
an adjacent month column.

12TH
8TH MONTH|LEAP MONTH | 9TH MONTH [ 10TH MONTH| 11TH MONTH [MONTH
Ding You Wu Xu Ji Hai Geng Zi Xin Chou
1976 - 1977
Ding
8/25 Ji You 9/24 Ji Mao  [10/23 Wu Shen |11/21 Chou 12/21 Ding Wei |1/19 Bing Zi
Geng Ding
8/26 Geng Xu | 9/25 Chen 10/24 Ji You 11/22 Wu Yin [12/22 Wu Shen |1/20 Chou
Gen
9/6 Xin You | 10/6 Xin Mao | 11/4 Sher? 12/3 Ji Chou 1/2 JiWei 1/31 Wu Zi
Ren Geng
9/7 Ren Xu 10/7 Chen 11/5 Xin You [ 12/4 Geng Yin| 1/3 Shen 2/1 Ji Chou
9/8 Gui Hai 10/8 Gui Si 11/6 Ren Xu 12/5 Xin Mao 1/4 Xin You | 2/2 Geng Yin
Ren
9/9 Jia Zi 10/9 Jia Wu 11/7 Gui Hai 12/6 Chen 1/5 Ren Xu 2/3 Xin Mao
9/10 Yi Chou [10/10 Yi Wei 11/8 Jia Zi 12/7 Gui Si 1/6 Gui Hai 2/4 Ren Chen
Bin
9/11 Bing Yin [10/11 She?n 11/9 Yi Chou | 12/8 JiaWu 1/7 Jia Zi 2/5 Gui Si
7 Red 6 White 5 Yellow 4 Green 3 Jade
Bai Lu Han Lu Li Dong Da Xue Xiao Han
9/7 8:28p 10/8 11:58a 11/7 2:59p 12/7 7:41a 1/56:51p
Qiu Fen Shuang Jiang |Xiao Xue Dong Zhi Da Han
9/23 5:48a 10/23 2:58p 11/22 12:22p |12/22 1:35a 1/2012:15p

In the above abbreviated table (still for 1976)enhat Septembef"ccurs

in the same month column where it is named asd¢he j
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The leap month has no information for the jieqgidaese there are no leap
months in the solar calendar. However, in the leapth column, you will
find October & highlighted, since it is the jie for th& 8olar month. This
month will have wu xu as its stem and branch akidhite as its flying star.
From this point on, the jie do not fall in their ownonth column.

This is because the start date of a month varieedea the lunar and solar
calendar. Sometimes the lunar month begins fingt,smetimes the solar
month begins first. But the stem and branch, aadvibnth number are the
same, regardless of which calendar is being used.

Notice that February™ 1977, is the beginning of the first solar month o

1977, and therefore the solar new year, fallsatetid of the last lunar
month of 1976.

*k%k

Summary of the Lunar and Solar Aspects of the Calatar

Lunar Chinese Lunar and Solar Calendars

Lunar Months Solar Terms
Follows: | Moon Sun
Based onj phases of the moor]  equinoxes, solstices, seasons
Length:| 29 or 30 days 15 or 16 days
Number per year: 12 or 13 24
Leap Months] 7 times in 19 years| never
Aligned with Western no, not at all yes, fairly well
Calendar:
Used for:| Ziwei Doushu, Fengshui, Four Pillars, Day
Yijing Selection
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Quiz 9: The Stem and Branch of the Month, and the Mnths in

the Ten-Thousand Year Calendar
1. The branch of the"dmonth is always
a. si b. wu c. wei d. shen e. you

2. The new year always begins with which month?
a. zi b. chou c.yin d. mao e. chen

3. Client A was born on Junet5,01973. What is the stem and branch of his

month of birth? Look it up in youFen-Thousand Year Calendar

4. Client B was born on Januar{},3968. You want to do a Ziwei Doushu
reading, which uses the lunar calendar. What isti@ and branch of his
month of birth? Look it up in youFen-Thousand Year Calendar

5. Now Client B wants a Four Pillars reading, whides the solar calendar.
What is the stem and branch of her month of bilshPthe same? Check
your Ten-Thousand Year Calendagain.

6. In any ding year, what is the stem of a you m@nt

7. In 2005, when does th& Solar month begin?

8. In 2005, when does th& RBinar month begin?

9. In 1987, when does the leap month begin?
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Quiz 9Answers
1. The branch of the"&month is always
a. si b. wu C. wei d. shen e. you

2. The new year always begins with which month?
a. zi b.chou c.yin d. mao e. chen

3. Client A was born on June1,a1973. What is the stem and branch of his
month of birth? Look it up in youFen-Thousand Year Calendar

Answer: Wu wu. In this case it is the same in both thmahand the solar
calendar.

4. Client B was born on January,3968. You want to do a Ziwei Doushu
reading, which uses the lunar calendar. What isti@ and branch of his
month of birth? Look it up in youFen-Thousand Year Calendar

Answer: Gui chou in the lunar calendar. This is foundlom 1967 page
because it comes before the Chinese new year.

5. Now Client B wants a Four Pillars reading, whides the solar calendar.
What is the stem and branch of her month of bilshPthe same? Check
your Ten-Thousand Year Calendagain.

Answer: Now the birth month is ren zi in the solar cal@nd he solar
month changes on Januafi). €lient B is born on January'5s0 we must
use the previous month.

6. In any ding year, what is the stem of a you m@nt
Answer: ji

7. In 2005, when does th& Solar month begin?
Answer: June 8

8. In 2005, when does th& Binar month begin?
Answer: June 7

9. In 1987, when does the leap month begin?
Answer: July 26"
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The Day Stem and Branch
The easiest way to find the day stem and brantthleok it up in thelen-
Thousand Year Calendar

e Each day has its own stem and branch. This daiy sind branch is
the same in both the lunar and the solar calendar.

For example, January 311976 is a ren wu day. Februaryig a gui wei
day, etc.

YEAR: 1976 Bing Chen 6 White
1ST MONTH | 2ND MONTH| 3RD MONTH
Geng Yin Xin Mao Ren Chen

1| 1/31 Ren Wu | 3/1Ren Zi 3/31 Ren Wu
2| 2/1GuiWei | 3/2Gui Chou | 4/1 Gui Wei
3| 2/2JiaShen | 3/3Jia Yin 4/2 Jia Shen
26| 2/25Ding Wei |3/26 Ding Chou|4/25 Ding Wei
27| 2/26 Wu Shen|3/27 Wu Yin 4/26 Wu Shen
28| 2/27 Ji You 3/28 Ji Mao 4/27 Ji You
Geng
29| 2/28 Geng Xu |3/29 Chen 4/28 Geng Xu
30| 2/29 Xin Hai |3/30 Xin Si
The table above is abbreviated.

What day of the lunar month is it?

e Lunar months have 29 or 30 days.

o The first day of a lunar month is the day followihg new moon.
This is found in the row with ‘1’ in the far lefhd right hand
columns.

o The 18" day of a lunar month is the full moon day. Thifoisnd in
the row with ‘15’ in the far left and right handlaons.

To further illustrate: In 1976, shown above, thretfand second month have
30 days. The third month has 29 days.

e [Each row represents a day of the lunar month.
For example, February 27s the 28 day of the I lunar month. April #is

the 3° day of the % lunar month. Be careful not to confuse the dathef
lunar month with the date in the Western calendar.
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The day stem and branch can also be calculatézifoliowing way:
STEP 1 Find the DAY NUMBER for the day in question irethable below.
(This number represents the following: The nuntddatays into a year the date falls according to
the Gregorian calendar is calculated. The numbdags$ is divided by 60 and the remainder is
used. If the day occurs less than 60 days intg¢he the number of days itself is used.)

The following table may be used for any year. Téfethand column has the

(Western) day of the month. Follow the row ovettte column headed by the western
month. The number found at the intersection of tbwg and column is thBay Number

DAY NUMBER CHART
DAY _ MONTH
Jan | Feb | Mar | April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept| Oct | Nov | Dec
1 0 | 31| 59 30 0 31 1 32 3 33 4 34
2 1| 32| 0 31 1 32 2 33 4 34 5 35
3 2 | 33| 1 32 2 33 3 34 5 35 6 36
4 3| 34| 2 33 3 34 4 35 6 36 7 37
5 4 | 35| 3 34 4 35 5 36 7 37 8 38
6 5] 36| 4 35 5 36 6 37 8 38 9 39
7 6 | 37| 5 36 6 37 7 38 9 39 10 | 40
8 7 | 38| 6 37 7 38 8 39| 10| 40 11 | 41
9 8 | 39| 7 38 8 39 9 40| 11, 41 12 | 42
10 9 | 40| 8 39 9 40 10| 41] 12| 42 13 | 43
11 10 41| 9 40 10 41 11| 42| 13 43 14 | 44
12 11| 42 | 10 41 11 42 12| 43 14 44 15 | 45
13 12| 43 | 11 42 12 43 13| 44 15 4516 | 46
14 | 13| 44 | 12 43 13 44 14| 45 1 46 17 | 47
15 14| 45 | 13 44 14 45 15| 46/ 17 4y 18 | 48
16 15| 46 | 14 45 15 46 16| 47, 18§ 48 19 | 49
17 16 | 47 | 15 46 16 47 17/ 48 19 4920 | 50
18 17| 48 | 16 a7 17 48 18| 490 20 5021 | 51
19 18| 49 | 17 48 18 49 19| 500 21 5122 | 52
20 19| 50 | 18 49 19 50 200 51 22 5223 | 53
21 | 20| 51 | 19 50 20 51 21| 521 23 5824 | 54
22 | 21| 52 | 20 51 21 52 22| 53 24 5425 | 55
23 | 22| 53| 21 52 22 53 23| 54 25 5526 | 56
24 | 23| 54 | 22 53 23 54 24| 55 26 56 27 | 57
25 | 24| 55 | 23 54 24 55 25| 56/ 27 57 28 | 58
26 | 25| 56 | 24 55 25 56 26| 571 28 5829 | 59
27 | 26| 57 | 25 56 26 57 27| 58 29 59 30 0
28 | 27| 58 | 26 57 27 58 28| 59 30 0 31 1
29 | 28| * 27 58 28 59 29 0 31 1 32 2
30 | 29| x 28 59 29 0 30 1 32 2 33 3
31 30| Xx 29 X 30 X 31 2 X 3 X 4

* If, by chance, the date you are looking for ibRery 29th of a leap year, use February
28th. In Step 4, below, February 29th will be tak&n account.
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STEP 2 In the following table, find the number for thestern year in
guestion.

(This is the number within the cycle of sixty f@aniiary 1st of that year.)
Dates between January 1st and February 4th do N®Dmgved back to the
previous year for this table.

YEAR |# | YEAR |# | YEAR |# | YEAR | #

1924* | 16| 1954 | 54 1984* | 31/ 2014 | 9

1925 | 22/ 1955 | 59 1985 | 37/2015 | 14
1926 | 27 1956* | 4 | 1986 | 42 2016* | 19
1927 | 32| 1957 10, 1987 | 47/ 2017 | 25
1928* | 37| 1958 | 15/ 1988* | 52| 2018 | 30
1929 | 43/ 1959 | 20 1989 | 58/ 2019 | 35
1930 | 48/ 1960* | 25/ 1990 | 3 | 2020* | 4d
1931 | 53/1961 | 311991 | 8 | 2021 | 46
1932* | 58| 1962 | 36| 1992* | 13| 2022 | 51
1933 | 4 | 1963 | 411993 19| 2023 | 56
1934 | 9 | 1964*| 46 1994 | 24| 2024* | 1

1935 | 141965 | 52/ 1995 | 29 2025 | 7

1936* | 19| 1966 | 57| 1996* | 34| 2026 | 12
1937 | 25/ 1967 | 2 | 1997 | 402027 17
1938 | 30 1968* | 7 | 1998 | 45 2028* | 22
1939 | 35| 1969 13/ 1999 | 50 2029 | 28
1940* | 40/ 1970 | 18| 2000* | 55| 2030 | 33
1941 | 46| 1971 | 23| 2001 1| 2031 | 38
1942 | 51 1972* | 28| 2002 | 6 | 2032* | 43
1943 | 56| 1973 | 34| 2003 11/ 2033 | 49
1944* | 1 | 1974 | 39 2004* | 16| 2034 | 54
1945 | 7 | 1975 | 442005 | 22/ 2035 | 59
1946 | 12| 1976* | 49| 2006 | 27| 2036* | 4

1947 17/ 1977 | 55| 2007 | 32| 2037 10
1948* | 22| 1978 | 60 2008* | 37| 2038 | 15
1949 | 28/ 1979 | 5| 2009 | 432039 | 20
1950 | 33]1980* | 10| 2010 | 48| 2040* | 25
1951 | 38| 1981 16/ 2011 | 53/ 2041 | 31
1952* | 43| 1982 | 21| 2012* | 58| 2042 | 36
1953 | 49 1983 | 26/ 2013 | 4 | 2043 | 41
*Leap Year

STEP 3 Add the numbers from steps 1 and 2 together.
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STEP 4 If the date occurs in a leap year after Febr@&ty, add one to the
sum. Otherwise, add 0. Leap years are marked lagtanisk on the table in

Step 2.

STEP 5 If the sum is over 60, subtract 60 from it. I€tbum is less than 60,

use the sum itself.

STEP 6 The resultin Step 5 is the number of the daguastion within the
sixty-day cycle. Look this number up in the follmgitable to find the stem

and branch for the day:

CYCLE OF SIXTY

1 | Jiazi 31| Jia Wu

2 | YiChou 32| Yi Wei

3 | Bing Yin 33| Bing Shen
4 | Ding Mao | 34| Ding You
5 | Wu Chen 35 Wu Xu

6 | JiSi 36| Ji Hai

7 | Geng Wu | 37 Geng Zi
8 | Xin Wei 38| Xin Chou
9 | RenShen | 39RenYin
10 | Gui You 40| Gui Mao
11| Jia Xu 41| Jia Chen
12 | Yi Hai 42 | Yi Si

13 | Bing Zi 43 | Bing Wu
14 | Ding Chou | 44 | Ding Wei
15| Wu Yin 45 | Wu Shen
16 | Ji Mao 46| Ji You
17 | Geng Chen 47 | Geng Xu
18 | Xin Si 48 | Xin Hai
19 | Ren Wu 49| Ren Zi
20 | Gui Wei 50| Gui Chou
21 | Jia Shen 51 Jia Yin
22 | YiYou 52 | Yi Mao
23 | Bing Xu 53| Bing Chen
24 | Ding Hai 54| Ding Si
25 | Wu Zi 55| Wu Wu
26 | Ji Chou 56| Ji Wei
27 | Geng Yin | 57| Geng Shen
28 | Xin Mao 58 | Xin You
29 | Ren Chen | 59 Ren Xu
30 | Gui Si 60| Gui Hai
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Example: June 15th, 1997

STEP 1: Find the DAY NUMBER in the table for theyda question: June
15th gets a 45.

STEP 2: Find the number within the cycle of sixty January 1st of the year
in question from the table: 1997 gets a 40.

STEP 3: Add the numbers from steps 1 and 2 togetbe#0=85

STEP 4: If the date occurs on a leap year afteruaep 28th, add one to the
iﬂnme 15th is after February 28th, but is not ieaplyear. Add 0.

STEP 5: If the sum is over 60, subtract 60 fron8%:60=25

STEP 6: The result in Step 5 is the number of theid question within the

sixty day cycle. Look it up in the table to fincetetem and branch for the
day: 25 is a wu zi day.
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Quiz 10: Day Stem and Branch
1. Client A was born on June"1,01973. What is the stem and branch of his
day of birth?

2. What day of thé&unar month was Client A born on?

3. Client B was born on January,3.968. What is the stem and branch of
her day of birth?

4. What day of th&unar month was Client B born on?

5. Your client is planning to open a business onebgber 15, 2005. What
is the stem and branch for that day?
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Quiz 10 Answers
1. Client A was born on June®,a1973. What is the stem and branch of his
day of birth?
Answer: ding chou

2. What day of théunar month was Client A born on?
Answer: 10" day of the B lunar month

3. Client B was born on January,3.968. What is the stem and branch of
her day of birth?
Answer: jia Xu

4. What day of théunar month was Client B born on?
Answer: 6" day of the 12 lunar month

5. Your client is planning to open a business ondbgber 15, 2005. What

is the stem and branch for that day?
Answer: gui you
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Time Periods
The Chinese divide the day into 12 two-hour perimdslouble hours,’ each
associated with one branch. The branch of anyngileible-hour is always
the same from day to day. For example, noon alMaigswithin the wu

branch time period. This is illustrated in the &bélow:

BRANCH
BRANCH NUMBER DOUBLE HOUR

Zi 1 23:00-01:00 11pm-lam
Chou 2 01:00-03:00 1-3am
Yin 3 03:00-05:00 3-5am
Mao 4 05:00-07:00 5-7am
Chen 5 07:00-09:00 7-9am
Si 6 09:00-11:00 9-1lam
Wu 7 11:00-13:00 11lam-1pm
Wei 8 13:00-15:00 1-3pm
Shen 9 15:00-17:00 3-5pm
You 10 17:00-19:00 5-7pm
Xu 11 19:00-21:00 7-9pm
Hai 12 21:00-23:00 9-11pm

Notice that the day starts with the first branchaz11 pm of the evening
before. Therefore, if we are concerned with 1jfBon September 16
(Western calendar), we would say the hour is ofitlsebranch, zi, on
September 17th. (There is some controversy abauptnt, but this is what
Master Sang finds accurate.)

Always use local time. We do not need to convesthiour to Greenwich
Mean Time, Beijing time or any other standard. &k concerned only with
the time according to the local position of the.sSlime time when the sun is

most closely perpendicular overhead (noon) is abway (), the 7th hour.

We must consider Daylight Savings Time (DST) ikitn effect. The
current law in the United States is that the tineves forward one hour
starting at 2 a.m. on the first Sunday in Aprildaaturns back to Standard
Time at 2 a.m. on the last Sunday in October. Bef®66 there was no
federal law regarding Daylight Savings Time, anchlgovernments may or
may not have used it. Even today, there are a fet@ssthat do not use DST.
Most other countries do NOT use it. We correctDaylight Savings Time
by ‘falling back,” or subtracting one hour from thene.
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For example, if it is 4:30 a.m. on a summer dag iacation that uses DST,
we need to correct the time to 3:30 a.m. ThisaBiffg back’ one hour.

Whether a birth time occurred during DST or not affact the accuracy of
a calculation. Therefore, it is important to knibwt was in effect at the

time and in the place of birth (when doing astrglogy currently (when
doing day selection). A series of books can bé asereference if the status
of Daylight Savings Time is not known: Time Chasgethe U.S.A., Time
Changes in Canada and Mexico, Time Changes in thddWand various
Time Change Updates, by Doris Chase Doane. Thesleslare published
by the American Federation of Astrologers, IncO.FBox 22040, 6535 S.
Rural Road, Tempe AZ 85285-2040. Sometimes theyedaound on
amazon.com.

A calculation can be done to make local time ma@ieate, based on
longitude. This calculation does include the us&mdenwich Mean Time,
but only as a tool to derive more accurate locaétiThis will be briefly
discussed below.

The branches (not the stems) repeat for the houesdaily basis. For
example, 6 a.m. is always during a mao branch firhe.sixty-hour cycle
(using the stems and branches combined) repeatg fexedays because
sixty 2-hour periods make 120 hours, or five days.
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The stem of a double-hour will change from daydg.drou must know the
stem of the day in order to find the stem of tharhén the table that follows,
there are five columns on the right, one for eddh® five days it takes to
complete a sixty-hour cycle. The same column igl isea jia stem day and

a ji stem day, an yi stem day and geng stem day, et

THE DOUBLE-HOUR STEMS AND BRANCHES

DOUBLE-HOUR |DAY STEM and BRANCH

TIME | BRANCH | Jia or Ji Yior Geng | Bing or Xin | Ding or Ren | Wu or Gui
11p-1a| Zi Jia Zi Bing Zi Wu Zi Geng Zi Ren Zi
1-3a Chou Yi Chou Ding Chou| Ji Chou Xin Chou GubGh
3-ba Yin Bing Yin Wu Yin Geng Yin Ren Yin Jia Yin
5-7a Mao Ding Mao | Ji Mao Xin Mao Gui Mao Yi Mao
7-9a Chen Wu Chen Geng Chen Ren Chen Jia Chen @ieg
9-11la | Si Ji Si Xin Si Gui Si Yi Si Ding Si
1la-1p| Wu Geng Wu Ren Wu Jia Wu Bing Wu Wu Wu
1-3p Wei Xin Wei Gui Wei Yi Wei Ding Wei Ji Wei
3-5p Shen Ren Shen Jia Shen Bing Shen Wu Shen ey
5-7p You Gui You Yi You Ding You Ji You Xin You
7-9p Xu Jia Xu Bing Xu Wu Xu Geng Xu Ren Xu
9-11p | Hai Yi Hai Ding Hai Ji Hai Xin Hai Gui Hai

Note: Correct for Daylight Savings Time,

if necessary.

For example, if you want to find the stem and bhefoec 4 p.m. on a certain
day, you must first calculate the stem for that.day is a xin stem day,
then you would look in the third column from thght in the above table,
the one that is labeled bing or xin. Follow thatuaan down until you find
the row that is labeled 3-5p. It says that 4 p.maxin day is bing shen.
Remember, 4 p.m. is always a shen branch houndiega of the day stem.

Another example: 8:26 a.m. on a geng wu day. FotteVvYi or Geng’
column down because geng is the day stem. Follew & a.m. row across
because 8:26 a.m. is the time. The two-hour tinmeg@en which 8:26 a.m.
falls on a geng stem day is geng chen.

If you want to learn the above table by heart, gan memorize the stem of
the first hour (zi) for each of the five days. dwyknow the stem of the first
hour, you can calculate the stem for any hour efdhy. This is called the

Five Zi Method because the first hour always haszitbranch.
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The Accuracy of Time
The world is divided into 24 time zones. If therer&va clock for every time
zone together in the same room, they would eac shdifferent hour, but
the minute hand of the clocks would all be in tame position. This is not
the reality of sun time. The time according to $he varies by minutes
within a time zone. We just agree to make the wkiole zone the same
time to avoid confusion, and to have a standard tithin a geographic
area.

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) is the standard time #ibtones base their
clocks on. We can calculate from Greenwich MeaneTimimprove
accuracy because it is the one place that uselssimedime. All other time
zones are derived from Greenwich Mean Time, ndheir own local sun
time.

One can calculate local sun time, including minutseg the longitude of a
location. Each degree of longitude is equal to fourutes of time. Fifteen
degrees of longitude equals one hour of time diffee. Hence, most time
zones are 15 degrees wide.

In general, the Chinese are not as obsessed wstletlel of accuracy as
people from the West. For example, if, in an asgplreading, a time is
border-line, they will simply make two charts armnpare them to the
person’s character and situation. This is reasenalsl we cannot be sure the
birth time was accurately recorded in the firstcpla
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Quiz 11: Time Period
1. What branch covers 10:15 a.m.?

2. If the time is 10:15 a.m. in Daylight Savingsn#, what time do you use?
a. 10:15 a.m. b. 9:15 a.m. c.11:15 a.m.

3. To have the correct time we generally use
a. Beijing Time
b. Greenwich Mean Time
c. local standard time

4. On a xin stem day, what is the stem and braoicf:80 p.m.?

5. On a wu stem day, what is the stem and branahdion?

6. If a birth time is borderline between two timeripds, what should be
done, generally?

a. find a more precise way to calculate the time

b. try to find someone in the family who remembertdye

c. make two charts and see which fits the clientdoett

d. cannot do a chart on this type of person
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Quiz 11 Answers: Time Period
1. What branch covers 10:15 a.m.?
Answer: si

2. If the time is 10:15 a.m. in Daylight Savingsn#, what time do you use?
a. 10:15 a.m. b. 9:15 a.m. c.11:15 a.m.
Answer: b. 9:15 a.m.

3. To have the correct time we generally use
a. Beijing Time
b. Greenwich Mean Time
c. local standard time

Answer: c. local standard time

4. On a xin stem day, what is the stem and braoicf:80 p.m.?
Answer: ji hai

5. On a wu stem day, what is the stem and branahdion?
Answer: wu wu

6. If a birth time is borderline between two timeripds, what should be
done, generally?

e. find a more precise way to calculate the time

f. try to find someone in the family who remembergdye

g. make two charts and see which fits the clientdoett

h. cannot do a chart on this type of person
Answer: c. make two charts and see which fits the clstter
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A Chinese View of the Four Seasons
The Chinese view the seasons in a different ligan twe do in the West. In
the West, we say that the first day of spring isvarch 2%, the spring
equinox. Summer begins on Juné 2he summer solstice. Fall begins on
September 2% the autumn equinox. Winter begins on Decembgf, #2e
winter solstice. These dates are approximate, aydvary by a day,
depending on the exact time of the solstices oimeges in any given year.

In China, the seasons were traditionally calculatgd the solstices and
equinoxes as the midpoint of the season, not tgmbieg. This makes a
Chinese season arrive approximately six weekseedhlan it does in the
West. For example of this calculation: there arel&@s between December
22" (the winter solstice) and March2(the spring equinox) in a non-leap
year. Half of 89 is 44 or 45 days. February 4tmstdered to be the first day
of spring, is 45 days after the winter solsticee Bame calculation may be
made for the other seasons.

First day of the season in:

THE SEASONS CHINA THE WEST
SPRING February 4th March 21st
SUMMER May 5th June 21st
FALL August 7th September 23rd
WINTER November 7th December 22nd

As you already know, spring belongs to the woodnelat, summer belongs
to fire, fall belongs to metal, and winter belongsvater. But what about
earth?

© 2002 by theAmerican Feng Shui Institute www.amfengshui.com -82 -



If the average year of 365 days is divided by 5 iffe five elements), you
get 73 days. If you divide a year by four seaspos,get about 91 days per
season. The difference between 91 days per seadof8adays per element
Is 18 days. The last 18 days of each season,igharhuffer period relating
to the earth element. You can see this in thevioiig table:

THE SEASONS WITH EARTH BUFFER IN BETWEEN

SEASON STARTS ELEMENT
SPRING February 4th Wood
earth buffer April 17th Earth
SUMMER May 5th Fire

earth buffer July 20th Earth
FALL August 7th Metal
earth buffer October 20th Earth
WINTER November 7th Water
earth buffer January 17th Earth

This concept is similar to the element of the bhescfor the twelve months:

MONTH BRANCH ELEMENT SEASON
1st Yin Wood

2nd Mao Wood Spring
3rd Chen Earth

4th Si Fire

5th Wu Fire Summer
6th Wei Earth

7th Shen Metal

8th You Metal Autumn
9th Xu Earth

10th Hai Water

11th Zi Water Winter
12th Chou Earth

As you can see in the above table, the first twoth®in any season have

the same element as the season. The third motlsedson is an earth
buffer month. This is the most common way we widlw the seasons.
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There is a second way that earth may be dealt astfiar as the seasons go:
sometimes the Chinese used five seasons, addtegtiaxmer’ as an
independent season related to the earth elemeistwHs related to the
climate in China:

Wood relates to wind, which is predominant in $peng.

Fire relates to heat, which is predominant inshiemer.

Earth relates to dampness, which is predominardiasn the ‘late
summer.’

Metal relates to dryness, which is predominarh@autumn.

Water relates to cold, which is predominant intesn

Once again, the average year of 365 days dividesl (byr five seasons) is
73 days. Now we have five consecutive seasons day8 each. This gives
us the following (the calculation is based on thlaisterms):

THE FIVE SEASONS (including Late Summer)

SEASON STARTS CALCULATION ELEMENT
SPRING January 20th 1st day of Great Cold Wood
SUMMER April 3rd 13th day after Spring Equinox Fire
LATE SUMMER | June 16th 10th day after Grain in Ear Earth
FALL August 30th 7th day after Heat Finishes Metal
WINTER November 11th 4th day after Winter Commence§Vater

These dates come out of tellow Emperor’s Inner Canon, Elementary
Questionsa Han dynasty medical classic.

While the dates of the Chinese seasons may sea¢enaguly to the
Westerner, remember how early the first flowershsas crocus, appear as
the first sign of spring. Think how soon the fireally warm day comes,
when you can go outside without a jacket; surely ihthe genesis of
summer. The fall harvest can begin at the end giu&tior beginning of
September. And in many places the first frost aften shows up in
November. The Chinese appear more attune to stesfgn of a season, than
to fullness of it, as we do in the West.
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Quiz 12: The Seasons
. The equinoxes and solstices are
at the beginning of a Chinese season
in the middle of a Chinese season
at the end of a Chinese season
unrelated to the Chinese seasons

o

apop

2. In the Chinese calendar, in what season is Jtfhe 1

a. spring b. summer c. autumn d. winter

3. What is the earth season?
a. in between b. late summer
c.a+b d. none of the above

4. What element are the first two months of autumn?
a. wood b. fire c. earth d. metal e. water

5. What element is the third month of autumn?
a. wood b. fire c. earth d. metal e. water
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Quiz 12 Answers: The Seasons
1. The equinoxes and solstices are
a. at the beginning of a Chinese season
b. in the middle of a Chinese season
c. at the end of a Chinese season
d. unrelated to the Chinese seasons
Answer: b. in the middle of a Chinese season

2. In the Chinese calendar, in what season is Iitthe

a. spring b. summer C. autumn d. winter

Answer: b. summer

3. What is the earth season?

e. in between b. late summer

f. cca+b d. none of the above
Answer:c.a+b

4. What element are the first two months of autumn?
a. wood b. fire c. earth d. metal e. water
Answer: d. metal

5. What element is the third month of autumn?

a. wood b. fire c. earth d. metal e. water
Answer: c. earth
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THE STEMS, BRANCHES, AND SPACE

Here is a diagram of a luopai# (%) (Chinese compass for use in fengshui):
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The Sang's Luopan
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The following are the 24 directions of the luopanable format. The letters
refer to the divisions on Master Sang’s luopan i(alsée at
www.amfengshui.coin

Direction | Letter | Chinese| Name | Type Represents| Degrees
North a I Zi Branch 1 Rat 352.5-7.5
(kan) [ b 2% Gui | Stem 10 Water - 7.5-22.5

Northeast Cc H Chou | Branch 2 Ox 22.5-37.5
(gen)| d K Gen | Trigram | Mountain| 37.5-52.5

e B Yin | Branch 3 Tiger 52.5-67.5
East f FH Jia Stem 1 Wood + 67.5-82.%
(zhen)| ¢ I Mao | Branch 4| Rabbit 82.5-97.5
h a Yi Stem 2 Wood - 97.5-112.%

Southeast| i = Chen| Branch5| Dragon 112.5-127.5

(xun) | j [T Xun | Trigram | Wind/Wood 127.5-142.5
k (A Si Branch 6 Snake 142.5-157.5
South I 3] Bing Stem 3 Fire + 157.5-172)5
)| m T Wu | Branch7| Horse 172.5-187.5
n T Ding | Stem4 Fire - 187.5-2025

Southwest| o * Wei | Branch 8 Sheep 202.5-217.6

(kun) | p B Kun | Trigram Earth 217.5-2325
q FH Shen | Branch 9| Monkey | 232.5-247.%
West r B Geng| Stem7 Metal + 247.5-2625
(dui) | s 7 You | Branch1q Rooster | 262.5-277.5
t SF Xin Stem 8 Metal - 277.5-292.5

Northwest u 15 Xu | Branch 11 Dog 292.5-307.5

(gian) | v iy Qian | Trigram Heaven | 307.5-322|5
w EA Hai | Branch 12 Pig 322.5-337.5
North X F Ren Stem 9 Water + 337.5-352.5

Note that each of the 24 directions is 15-degrékeee 15-degree sections
combine to make one 45-degree section, represbgtede gua (trigram).

Of the twenty-four directions, twelve are represdry branches. The
branches alternate with eight of the stems anddbtire trigrams. The
branches progress in order clockwise around thepaes beginning with zi,
the first branch, in the north. North is dividedveeen the top of the above
table and the bottom, because this whole sequergiaswith zi, which is

in the center of the north section.
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The four cardinal directions (north, east, soutitl west) each have one
branch in their middle section (zi, mao, wu, and,y@spectively) and two
stems of the same element on either side. For deathe north
corresponds to water. Zi, one of the water brandkes the middle 15-
degree section of the north. One section countekalise from that is ren,
and one section clockwise from that is gui. Thesdlze two water stems.
East, south, and west have the same layout, usangrespective elements.

What about the two earth stems, wu and ji? Thegetloeceive a 15 degree
section, but are assigned to the center, as eamtbsponds to the center.

The four inter-cardinal directions (northeast, beaist, southwest, and
northwest) are set up differently. The central £grées corresponds to a
gua (trigram). The gua is the one assigned todinattion in the post-
heaven sequence: gen to northeast, xun to southeaadb southwest, and
gian to northwest. This means that these four gpeesent both a 45-degree
section and also the central 15-degrees of thdedtee section. (Further
understanding of the knowledge and applicationuafsg(trigrams) can be
found in the study of the Yi Jing and Feng Shui.)

The other two 15-degree sections of the four intgdinal directions are
represented by the rest of the branches. Studyeddhove table will reveal
its logic.

What about the other four gua? Kan representsStaedrees of the north as

a whole, zhen represents the east, li represemtsotlith, and dui represents
the west. However, they do not have their own 1érele sections.
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Quiz 13: The Stems, Branches, and Space
1. What are the three 15 degree section of the evetie luopan?

2. Where are the stems wu and ji on the luopan?

3. In what direction xu?

4. In what direction is gui?

5. What is the pattern in the four cardinal directi®ns
a. branch — stem — branch b. stem — branch — stem
c. branch — trigram — branch d. stem — trigranenst

6. What is the pattern in the four inter-cardinaécktions?
a. branch — stem — branch b. stem — branch — stem
c. branch — trigram — branch d. stem — trigran@mst
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Quiz 13 Answers
1. What are the three 15 degree section of the evetie luopan?
Answer: geng, you, and xin

2. Where are the stems wu and ji on the luopan?
Answer: the center

3. In what direction xu?
Answer; northwest

4. In what direction is gui?
Answer: north

6. What is the pattern in the four cardinal directi®ns
a. branch — stem — branch b. stem — branch — stem
c. branch — trigram — branch d. stem — trigranenst
Answer: b. stem — branch — stem

6. What is the pattern in the four inter-cardinaéctions?
a. branch — stem — branch b. stem — branch — stem
c. branch — trigram — branch d. stem — trigran@mst
Answer: c. branch — trigram — branch
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CONCLUSION

Congratulations! You now have a good understandfrige stems and
branches and the Chinese calendar. This is the baaideep study of Feng
Shui, and the beginning of the study of Day Sebectind Chinese astrology,
such as the Four Pillars and Ziwei Doushu. Manthe$e classes are
already available as on-line classes onAtrerican Feng Shui Instituge

web page, and other classes will be available soon.

For exampleFour Pillars refers to a person’s birth year stem and branch,
month stem and branch, day stem and branch, ard ktmm and branch.
You can now calculate this yourself.

Example: May 23% 1980, noon

Year Month Day Hour
geng Xin bing jia
shen Si shen wu

This astrology is called Four Pillars, becausehihiy information is placed
in four columns.

In Ziwei Doushuyou need to know the year stem and branch, threhmo
branch or number, the day of the lunar month, aedtanch or number of
the hour of birth. You can now calculate this yelits

Example: The same date in Ziwei Doushu would be giverhaslt) day of
the 4" lunar (si) month, of a geng shen year, at thést) hour.

In Day Selectionyou check the fortune or misfortune of the curtene
and date, by checking its internal harmoniousress,also by comparing it
with some of the birth information of the individua

Example: The client with the above birth information watdashave a grand
opening sometime in the month of August, 2003. Balection is based on
both the client’s birth information and the infortioa based on the calendar
of that month.
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In Feng Shuithere are many uses of the stems and brancheéba@hinese
calendar. It includes:
e picking an auspicious date to begin constructienpvations, move
in, etc.
e determining the compatibility of an individual wighhouse or a door
e determining directions to avoid digging or constiat based on the
current date
o determining directions for the placement of remediased on the
individual’s birth data
e and much more.

In the old days in China, this material would neztle mastered before a
teacher would even begin Feng Shui instruction. éiew, today in the West
it is more often taught after a student has stuBestg Shui for a certain
period of time. Many students of this class haveaaly studied Feng Shui.
With this additional information, you can now goaanuch deeper level.
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a. year. wu shen
b. year. wu shen
c. year: wu shen
d. year: wu shen

FINAL EXAM

1. You have a client born on July', 11968, at 9:15 p.m. Daylight Savings
Time. Give the stems and branches for his yeartmalay, and hour of
birth in the solar calendar.

month: ji wei
month: ji wei
month: wu wu
month: wu wu

day: ren shen
day: ren shen
day: ren shen
day: ren shen

hour: xin hai
hour: geng xu
hour: xin hai
hour: geng xu

2. What is the lunar day and month number for thentlie question 1?
a. 6" day of the 8 lunar month
b. 27" day of the 8 lunar month
c. 27" day of the & lunar month
d. 6" day of the & lunar month

3. You have a client born on January'17976, at 3:30 a.m. Standard Time.
Give the stems and branches for her year, monyh,ata hour of birth in
the solar calendar.

a. year. yi mao month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: yi mao
b. year: bing chen  month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: jia yin
c. year: bing chen  month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: yi mao
d. year:yi mao month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: jia yin

4. What is the lunar day and month number for tlemtin question 3?
a. 17" day of the T lunar month
b. 12" day of the T lunar month
c. 17" day of the 1% lunar month
d. 12" day of the 12 lunar month

5. Your client wants to have a grand opening orteSeper 18, 2006, at
noon, Standard Time. Give the stems and branchekdgear, month, day,
and hour for the event in the solar calendar.

a.year: bing xu month: bing shen  day: wu shen hour: jia wu
b.year: bing xu month: ding you day: wu shen hour: wu wu
c.year: bing xu month: bing shen  day: wu shen hour: geng wu
d. year: bing xu month: ding you day: wu shen hour: jia wu

© 2002 by theAmerican Feng Shui Institute www.amfengshui.com -94 -



6. What is the lunar day and month number for tleatin question 5?
a. 23" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
b. 24" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
c. 28" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
d. 26" day of the leap month between tfeand &' lunar month

7. In what Chinese season is Novembét?10
a. spring b. summer c. autumn d. winter

8. In what direction is the shen branch?
a. southeast b. southwest c. east d. south

9. In what direction is the ding stem?
a. southeast b. southwest c. east d. south

10. The southeast consists of which three divi§lons
a. chou, gen, and yin b. jia, mao, and yi
c. chen, xun, and si d. bing, wu, and ding
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FINAL EXAM ANSWERS

1. You have a client born on July}, 11968, at 9:15 p.m. Daylight Savings
Time. Give the stems and branches for his yeartmalay, and hour of

birth in the solar calendar.

a. year. wu shen

b. year. wu shen

c. year: wu shen

d. year: wu shen
Answer: d.

Year: wu shen

month: ji wei
month: ji wei
month: wu wu
month: wu wu

day: ren shen
day: ren shen
day: ren shen
day: ren shen

hour: xin hai
hour: geng xu
hour: xin hai
hour: geng xu

Month: wu wu. July i comes before the ji wei month begins, on Jdly 7

Day: ren shen

Hour: geng xu. 9:15 p.m. DST is changed to 8:15 p.mxis hai is incorrect.

2. What is the lunar day and month number for tietin question 17?
a. 6" day of the 8 lunar month
b. 27" day of the 8 lunar month
c. 27" day of the & lunar month
d. 6" day of the & lunar month

Answer: a. 8" day of the 8 lunar month

3. You have a client born on January'17976, at 3:30 a.m. Standard Time.
Give the stems and branches for her year, monyh,ata hour of birth in

the solar calendar.

a. year. yi mao month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: yi mao
e. year: bing chen  month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: jia yin
f. year: bingchen  month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: yi mao
g. year:yi mao month: ji chou day: wu chen hour: jia yin

Answer: d.

Year: yi mao. Since this is before the new year, isube stem and branch of
1975.

Month: ji chou

Day: wu chen

Hour: jia yin

4. What is the lunar day and month number for tlemtin question 3?
a. 17" day of the 1 lunar month
b. 12" day of the T lunar month
c. 17" day of the 12 lunar month
d. 12" day of the 12 lunar month
Answer: ¢. 17" day of the 12 lunar month
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5. Your client wants to have a grand opening orté&Seper 18, 2006, at
noon, Standard Time. Give the stems and branchekdgear, month, day,
and hour for the event in the solar calendar.

a.year: bing xu month: bing shen  day: wu shen hour: jia wu

b.year: bing xu month: ding you day: wu shen hour: wu wu

c.year: bing xu month: bing shen  day: wu shen hour: geng wu

d. year: bing xu month: ding you day: wu shen hour: jia wu
Answer: b.

Year: bing xu

Month: ding you. September T8s after the beginning of the ding you month,
which began on Septembéf.8

Day: wu shen

Hour: wu wu

6. What is the lunar day and month number for tleatin question 5?
a. 23" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
b. 24" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
c. 28" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
d. 26" day of the leap month between tieand &' lunar month
Answer: b. 24" day of the leap month between tieand & lunar month

7. In what Chinese season is Novembét?10
a. spring b. summer c. autumn d. winter
Answer: d. winter. Chinese winter begins around Novener

8. In what direction is the shen branch?
a. southeast b. southwest c. east d. south
Answer: b. southwest

9. In what direction is the ding stem?
a. southeast b. southwest c. east d. south
Answer: d. south

10. The southeast consists of which three divi§lons

a. chou, gen, and yin b. jia, mao, and yi

c. chen, xun, and si d. bing, wu, and ding
Answer: c. chen, xun, and si
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